
Project MASGC- Preserving Oral Histories of Waterfront-Related 

Pursuits in Bayou La Batre 

Interview Date August 7, 2008 

Interview Length 32:46 (Title 1) 

Interviewer Michael Stieber 

Videographer Lynn Rabren 

Interviewee David Bosarge 

Format Tape # 6 HD 1080/24P 

Affiliation Boat builder, Oyster tong handles maker, Chemical Plant worker 

Keywords Bayou La Batre, Boatbuilding, Boat repair, Community History, 

Dauphin Island, Fishing Economy, Gulf Shrimping, Hurricane 

Katrina, Imports, Inshore Shrimping, Lumber, Machinery, 

Oystering, Seafood Imports, Shrimping Boats, Steel Boats, 

Timber, Timbering, Tools, Ways, Wood Boats, Woodworking 

 
Contents: 
06:01:03:28 Interview introduction 
06:01:18:20 Involvement of Bosarge family in Bayou La Batre (BLB) seafood industry over the  
  years 
06:01:52:21 Boat building (types, materials, process, quantity, etc.) 
06:04:22:27 Oyster tong handle making 
06:05:28:24 Technology and the effects on oystering (tonging versus dredging) 
06:06:23:01 Loss of oysters due to environmental factors and related consequences (growth  
  of conch population, lack of freshwater, influx of salt water 
06:07:59:01 Community history in BLB, boatbuilding, waterfront 
06:08:28:27 BLB shrimping industry in the past 
06:09:28:26 The waterfront in the past versus present time 
06:09:58:29 The heyday of BLB/waterfront/south Alabama history/shrimping 
06:11:22:02 Causes for the decline of seafood industry in BLB (overfishing, fuel price, etc.) 
06:13:29:11 Affects of regulations on seafood industry-oyster 
06:15:29:01 Storage of oysters on boat 
06:15:48:22 Depth of water and regulations on oystering 
06:16:09:06 General relationships between families in BLB and amongst different fishermen  
  themselves (shrimpers, oystermen, fishermen, crabbers) 
06:18:09:03 Connection/attraction of being on the water/relying on the water 
06:18:39:02 Boat building 
06:19:18:18 Feelings towards future of BLB (where it is going) 
06:20:43:29 Boats on/working in the Bayou during its heyday 
06:20:58:22  Boat building 
06:21:58:25 BLB during its heyday (oyster shops on bayou, businesses in town geared to  
  seafood industry, processing plants) 
06:23:38:18 Process of deciding who to sell catch to (reasons for choosing a particular place) 
06:24:19:03 Traditions passed down through families (is it still occurring?) 
06:25:09:01 What it was like to grow up in a family involved in the seafood industry 



06:25:58:24 Decline of seafood traditions being passed down through the family 
06:27:25:24 Learning industry from family members 
06:28:09:02 Boatbuilding (learning how to) 
06:29:14:01 Building first boat (how it felt and what it took) 
 
 
 
 
 


